4r6      ST. AUGUSTINK AND HIS AOK
he an equal division of the provinces into th: parts as the reward of their services. They h already secured their position in Spain, hut 1 renowned fertility of Africa easily tempted th< to favour the alliance. Boniface accepted th terms, and in the spring of 429 the whole Vam nation, with whom the Alani were now anialj mated, moved towards the southern parts, T Spaniards gladly afforded the use of their sh for the crossing of the straits, and the lawl army begun its march upon Hippo and Carthaj Augustine did not write to his friend Bonif; until about the end of the year 4,28. Never h there been a case in which his mediation v more urgently demanded, yet he seems to hn watched the development of the situation wit! feeling of helplessness. He explains (ep. 22 that he was deterred from writing to Bon if;; earlier by the fear lest his letter should fall it: the hands of his enemies. The reason is not vc satisfactory, but certainly the situation was one extreme delicacy and difficulty. When he tic at length find a trusty messenger he can 01 write a letter which must have conveyed ncitl1 light nor consolation to the unfortunate coin He frankly confesses that he has no ' seenurs at  Rome in 425,  and  '
